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The University of Dayton regards 
its Commencement Exercises as 
among the most important cere- 
monial occasions of the academic 
year. These exercises are filled 
with symbols and traditions 
designed to remind us all of the 
thousands of years that universi-
ties have existed and their noble 
purposes.
The academic costumes of various 
colors and types are part of the 
symbolism. They are described  
on the inside front cover of this 
program. The bright blue gowns 
with red trim are worn by those 
serving as University Marshals 
for today’s ceremony (see page 
four of this program). The Mar-
shals wear these distinctive gowns 
as identification of their official 
capacity to direct the procession-






and students who wear the more 
conventional ceremonial garb and 
mortarboard.
The chief University Marshal  
carries the University mace, and 
the President wears the President’s 
medallion. On stage are the United 
States and papal flags. So, too, the 
music that is played and the words 
that are spoken have special sig-
nificance. For example, the deans 
who have been responsible for the 
education of the students “present” 
the students as worthy of gradua-
tion to the President. In turn, the 
President confers the degrees on 
behalf of the University.
At our Commencement ceremo-
nies, which differ from many 
universities, each student’s name 
is read, and the President then 
congratulates that student. The 
University believes that this is an 
important part of the graduation 
ceremony. The University also
has a tradition of faculty coming 
from their seats behind the stage 
to congratulate the graduating 
students. These traditions symbol-
ize the caring and person-oriented 
spirit of the University.
The University hopes you will both 
enjoy and respect this Commence-
ment. You can do both by standing 
for the invocation and the National 
Anthem, by listening during the 
awarding of the degrees and by 
standing to sing the University 
of Dayton Anthem (see page 43). 
We are the University of Dayton 
community, a community which 
respects and cares for each other. 
This 163rd Commencement marks 
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Last minute additions or deletions 
must often be made after the program 
has been printed. The information in 
this graduation program does not  
reflect students’ final transcripts.  
Official diplomas and appropriate 
honors will be awarded upon comple-
tion of all degree requirements and 
fulfillment of financial obligations. The 
official list of the names of graduates is 
recorded in the Office of the Registrar.
Only representatives of the press, 
authorized by the University Marshal, 
are permitted to take photographs on 
the floor. Guests and visitors may take 
photographs from the stands, only.




Department of Teacher Education
59:00–9:30 A.M.





Willie L. Morris, III — Director 
 
ORDER OF EXERCISES 
9:45 A.M.
PRESIDING  
Daniel J. Curran 
President of the University
PRELUDE  
R. Alan Kimbrough 
Department of English and Pre-Law Program
PROCESSIONAL
INTRODUCTION   
Joseph E. Saliba 
Provost
INVOCATION  
Crystal C. Sullivan 
Director of Campus Ministry
POSTING OF THE COLORS






NATIONAL ANTHEM  
Olusola Ayodele Ogunmekan 
Graduating in Music
WELCOMING  REMARKS  
Allen M. Hill 










Paul M. Vanderburgh 
Dean of the Graduate School
UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES
College of Arts and Sciences 
Paul H. Benson
Dean
School of Business Administration
Paul Bobrowski
Dean




School of Engineering 
Tony E. Saliba
Dean
CLOSING REMARKS  
Joseph E. Saliba
BENEDICTION  
Rev. James F. Fitz, S.M. 
Vice President for Mission and Rector
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON  
ANTHEM  
Kyla Michele Seaberry 
Graduating in Education
RECESSIONAL  
R. Alan Kimbrough 
 
Please remain seated during Recessional.
American Sign Language interpretation provided during the ceremony by Bonnie Lou VandenBos.
DOCTORAL DEGREES





Dean of the Graduate School
 
*In Absentia
DEGREE — DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN BIOLOGY
Kathleen R. Gorbach
Westlake, OH
B.S., University of Dayton, 2003
M.S.E., University of Dayton, 2005
Dissertation: “Benthic Community Structure Response to Flow Dynamics in Tropical Island and Temperate Continental Streams”
Ryan T. Posgai 
Miamisburg, OH
B.S., University of Akron, 2005
M.S., University of Dayton, 2008
Dissertation: “Development of a Drosophila Melanogaster Model System for Nanoparticle Toxicity Assessment”
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Dean of the Graduate School 
DEGREE — DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP
Lisa Mason Beutel
Dayton, OH
B.A., North Carolina State University, 1993
M.A., University of Akron, 1995
Dissertation: “Following Her Lead: Understanding the Leadership Behaviors of Women Executives”
Bruce Henry Carr
Dayton, OH
B.S., Bowling Green State University, 1983
M.S.E., University of Dayton, 1990




B.A., Antioch University, 1990
M.S., Central Michigan University, 1995
Dissertation: “Learner-Centered Education: Bridging the Gap Between Ideal and Actual Practice”
Terry L. Hapney, Jr.
Worthington, KY
B.A., University of Kentucky, 1994
M.A., Marshall University, 1997
Dissertation: “Student Newspaper Governance on Public University Campuses in Ohio: Higher Education Administrators vs. Student Journalists”
Karen Lynne Abney Korn
Dayton, OH
B.A., University of Cincinnati, 1992
M.A., Indiana University, 2000
Dissertation: “Utilizing Facebook to Articulate Self and Sustain Community: Experiences of Undergraduate Students on a Midwestern Campus”
Judy Lee Kronenberger
Kettering, OH
B.A., Antioch University, 1994
M.S.E., University of Dayton, 2001
Dissertation: “Student Success: The Effects of a Community College First-Year Course”
Lesley Anne McCue
Springboro, OH
B.A., Notre Dame College, 2004
M.E., Wright State University, 2009
Dissertation: “The Effects of Teacher Candidate Gender, Principal Gender, and Degree Type on the Elementary Teacher Selection Process”
Cynthia Trout Shafer
Dayton, OH
B.A., Miami University, 1986
M.A., University of Dayton, 1996







Dean of the Graduate School
DEGREE — DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN ELECTRO-OPTICS
Jian Gao
Shouxian, China
B.E., Nanjing University of Science & Technology, China, 2006
M.S., University of Dayton, 2008
Dissertation: “Fluorescence Enhancement Using One-Dimensional Photonic Band Gap Multilayer Structure”




B.S., University of Akron, 2006 
M.S., University of Dayton, 2007




B.S., University of Cincinnati, 2007 
M.S., Wright State University, 2009
Dissertation: “Low Loss Orientation-Patterned Gallium Arsenide (OPGaAs) Waveguides for Nonlinear Infrared Frequency Conversion”
Mark A. Patterson
Dayton, OH
B.S., Brigham Young University, 1999
M.S., Brigham Young University, 2002
M.S., University of Dayton, 2007




B.S., Kuwait University, Kuwait, 2000
M.S., Western Illinois University, 2008
Dissertation: “Supercapacitors Based on Carbon Nanotube Fuzzy Fabric Structural Composites”
Shanee Danyale Pacley
Tipp City, OH
B.S., Wright State University, 2003
M.S., University of Dayton, 2006






B.S., Ohio State University, 1982
M.S., University of Dayton, 1987




B.M., Zhejiang Medical University, China, 1985
B.B.A., Brock University, Canada, 2005




B.S., King Fahd University of Petroleum & Minerals, Saudi Arabia, 2001
M.S., University of Dayton, 2003
Dissertation: “Semi-Active Control of Air-Suspended Tuned Mass Dampers”
Alireza Mazdeh
Miamisburg, OH
B.S., Sharif University of Technology, Iran, 1995
M.S., University of Dayton, 2000









Dean of the Graduate School
















Dean of the Graduate School
























































DEGREE — MASTER OF FINANCIAL MATHEMATICS
Beverly Nkechi Ali
Dayton, OH












DEGREE — MASTER OF MATHEMATICS EDUCATION
Shaina Lynn Palda
Kingston, OH







DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE 
BIOLOGY
John C. Butts
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI





























Dean of the Graduate School
DEGREES — BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION AND



































































































Dean of the Graduate School




































































































































































































Piarco, Trinidad & Tobago
Patricia Rampersad
Na, Trinidad & Tobago




















































































Dean of the Graduate School
DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE IN AEROSPACE ENGINEERING
Nina E. Floyd
Beavercreek Township, OH




































































































Al-Fujairah, United Arab Emirates


















DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE IN MANAGEMENT SCIENCE
Changwei Zhao
Beijing, China











Nelson David Robles Machuca
Milton, WA






























































COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
Paul H. Benson
Dean




   Summa Cum Laude
   University Honors
COMMUNICATION
Maureen A. Benedict 

























Rebecca L. Roman (Dual Degree)
Chesterland, OH








   Cum Laude







   Cum Laude
Sara C. Haydocy
Dublin, OH









   Magna Cum Laude
















   Cum Laude
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
Molly Colleen Daniels





   Cum Laude
Michael J. Miller
Florissant, MO
   Summa Cum Laude
   University Honors
Dana M. Schran
Beavercreek, OH




























   Cum Laude




   Magna Cum Laude
Paul A. Obbagy





























WOMEN’S AND GENDER STUDIES
Elizabeth Anne Myers
Webster Groves, MO
   Magna Cum Laude
DEGREE — BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS
FINE ARTS
Rebecca L. Roman (Dual Degree)
Chesterland, OH





Pompano Beach, FL 
Kelly Louise Cramblit
Elmhurst, IL
   Cum Laude
Shayna M. Donelan
Villa Hills, KY 
Zachary Alan Smith
Fort Mitchell, KY




Kings Mills, OH 
Matthew K. Franklin










   Cum Laude
Stefanie M. Rich
Springboro, OH



































































   Magna Cum Laude
   University Honors
Kelby Elizabeth Swartztrauber
Clayton, OH










Katherine Yvonne Peters (Dual Degree)
Red Bank, NJ 
Kathleen Erin Szymula
Mount Pleasant, MI











SCHOOL OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Paul M. Bobrowski
Dean











Thomas Philip Marx Jr.
Fairfield, CT





   Cum Laude






   Summa Cum Laude
Annea Hapciu
Prishtina, Serbia
   Cum Laude





Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 
Henry R. Chaon
Wheaton, IL 








   Cum Laude
   Core Program
Lauren A. Sergy









































Katherine Yvonne Peters (Dual Degree)
Red Bank, NJ
MARKETING — SALES MANAGEMENT EMPHASIS
Matthew T. Pfleger
Knoxville, TN
OPERATIONS AND SUPPLY MANAGEMENT




SCHOOL OF EDUCATION AND ALLIED PROFESSIONS
Kevin R. Kelly
Dean
DEGREE — BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION AND ALLIED PROFESSIONS
ADOLESCENCE TO YOUNG ADULT EDUCATION
Dennis W. Bennett
Beavercreek, OH
















   Summa Cum Laude
Machael L. Zeigler
Springfield, OH
   Magna Cum Laude
EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGY
Kelsie V. Bennett
Iron Mountain, MI 
Guston Gregory Zervoudakis 
Grand Rapids, MI




























DEGREE — BACHELOR OF CHEMICAL ENGINEERING
Elizabeth Anne Fowler
Daphne, AL

















   Magna Cum Laude
   Commissioned in the United States Air Force
Christopher Joseph Morman
Springfield, OH










   Magna Cum Laude
DEGREE — BACHELOR OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERING
Danielle E. Bare
Liberty Township, OH
   Magna Cum Laude
   John W. Berry, Sr., Scholar
Timothy P. Beck
Poland, OH
   Magna Cum Laude
Amy Lynn Benchek
Hudson, OH
   Cum Laude
Gretchen A. Berkemeier
Jackson, MI
   River Steward
Joseph N. Berkemeier





   Summa Cum Laude
Cory Thomas Clementz
Cloverdale, OH
   Cum Laude
Daniel James Corrigan
Highland Heights, OH





   Magna Cum Laude
Alexander Breen Dureiko





   Magna Cum Laude
Bradley J. Eley
Pickerington, OH
   Cum Laude
Adam J. Ferguson
Beavercreek, OH
   Summa Cum Laude




Chagrin Falls, OH 
John M. Gerbasi
Medina, OH
   Cum Laude
Dustan James Grieshop
Fort Recovery, OH 
Tyler A. Griffith
Canal Winchester, OH











































   Magna Cum Laude
James R. Razzante
Highland Heights, OH
   Cum Laude
Jason M. Rector
Kettering, OH
   Summa Cum Laude
Alexander J. Reed
New Carlisle, OH 
Mark J. Riffel
St. Peters, MO 
David Matthew Santez
Dayton, OH
   Summa Cum Laude
Craig Donald Saum
Fort Jennings, OH 
Scott Daniel Saum
Fort Jennings, OH 
Joseph Charles Schambach
Oak Hill, VA 
Louis H. Sitler
Fleming Isle, FL 
Leslie Ann Sollmann
Xenia, OH
   Magna Cum Laude
   University Honors with Distinction
Michel Tabchouri
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
Joseph K. Teter
Madison, OH





DEGREE — BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN COMPUTER ENGINEERING
Alexandra K. Pursel
Mason, OH






ELECTRONIC AND COMPUTER ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY
Ahmed Sulaiman Alsafran
Dayton, OH




Lake In The Hills, IL 
Husain Ali Karam


























   Commissioned in the United States Army
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY
Frank G. Battista

































Awarded to selected students for having successfully completed an integrated academic curriculum program in Religious Studies, Philoso-






















UNIVERSITY HONORS WITH DISTINCTION
Leslie Ann Sollmann
Mechanical Engineering




Bachelor of Science in  
Education and Allied Professions/ 
Adolescence to Young Adult Education
Katherine Yvonne Peters
Bachelor of Science/Psychology















International Studies/Human Rights Studies 
Nicholas Alexander Dolecki





Finance/Operations and Supply Management 
Sara C. Haydocy
Criminal Justice Studies/Psychology 
Mallory C. Hoos
History/English 
Thomas Philip Marx Jr.




Women’s and Gender Studies
Elizabeth Anne Myers






















COMMISSIONED IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
Michael Paul Malec
Electrical Engineering







These students have successfully completed a pre-commissioning curriculum consisting of American military history, computer literacy, oral 
and written communication, and military science or aerospace studies, in addition to their undergraduate degree requirements. They have 
also completed leadership training and field training exercises, physical fitness requirements, one social event per year and a month of field 






SCHOOL OF EDUCATION AND ALLIED PROFESSIONS
DEGREE — DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP
Bruce Henry Carr
SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING
DEGREE — DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN ELECTRO-OPTICS
Jian Gao
DEGREE — DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN ENGINEERING
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING




SCHOOL OF EDUCATION AND ALLIED PROFESSIONS








COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES




Anne Louise Steel Kelsey Elise Ufholz
ENGLISH











Emmett Benjamin Cartinhour IV

















DEGREE — MASTER OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
Daniel Francis Hoelting Andrea Michele Hoff Sandra Cristina Pereira
DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE
BIOLOGY
Julia I. Chapman Sean M. Goins
CHEMISTRY
Linda Berg Bharath Sunchu
DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE IN APPLIED MATHEMATICS
Bader R. Masry Emad E. Mikael
SCHOOL OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
DEGREES — BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION AND
MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Christopher M. Kleinhenz Kathryn Michelle Sergy























SCHOOL OF EDUCATION AND ALLIED PROFESSIONS




































































































































DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE IN AEROSPACE ENGINEERING
Jonathan R. Borman Nina E. Floyd Jared Matthew Petry
DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE IN BIOENGINEERING
Sally L. Homsy






DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE IN CIVIL ENGINEERING
Ali Abdulrahman Mosa











DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE IN ELECTRO-OPTICS
Marc A. Finet Sean A. McDaniel Yu Wang







Ann Marie Frazier Miller
Audie Rock Murphy
Chris M. Porter
DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE IN MATERIALS ENGINEERING
Susmitha Appikatla
Jie Chen
Venkata Rama Krishna Medasani
Kelli M. Walker
Sheng Xu 
DEGREE — MASTER OF SCIENCE IN MECHANICAL ENGINEERING
Rajiv Kondaveeti
Daniel James Petit
Yuan Su Nusrath Salman Syed




COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES




















Amanda L. Fioritto Francis Kabwadia Muya
MUSIC
Amberly Nicole McCoy VanArsdall
POLITICAL SCIENCE
John August Bernsen William Joseph Predhomme
PSYCHOLOGY
Tisier Bukshul Polly K. Long Jasmine L. Smith
SOCIOLOGY
Bernard D. Jones Jr.
DEGREE — BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS
PHOTOGRAPHY
Sierra A. Schmitt







DEGREE — BACHELOR OF MUSIC
MUSIC PERFORMANCE
Eunice Oluwafunke Adigun




Laurie Anne Kidwell Nicholas S. Zunich
SCHOOL OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
DEGREE — BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
ACCOUNTING
Melinda G. Gobbi
Thomas Xavier Hilley III
Eric Stephen King
Mansuor Kohail






Addison C. Meyers Katherine J. Trempe












MARKETING – SALES MANAGEMENT EMPHASIS
Olivia Helen Beck Daniel T. Frommeyer Jr.
OPERATIONS MANAGEMENT
Kathryn C. Chapman
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION AND ALLIED PROFESSIONS
DEGREE — BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION AND ALLIED PROFESSIONS
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION





EDUCATION AND ALLIED STUDIES
Michael Fletcher Skelton
EXERCISE SCIENCE
Kathleen E. Fusco Sarah E. Owad
MIDDLE CHILDHOOD EDUCATION



















DEGREE — BACHELOR OF CIVIL ENGINEERING
David L. Frey Bethany Michele Marquis Jared David Ostrander
DEGREE — BACHELOR OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING
Adam L. Clutter Jeffrey M. Layton Fangzhou Sun
DEGREE — BACHELOR OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERING
Clara Ling Jia Ang
Stephen M. Dobbertin
Stephen F. Escoffier Ashley Rae McPherson
DEGREE — BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN COMPUTER ENGINEERING
David J. Felix




Alex M. Cole Alvin R. Wilkerson
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UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON CEREMONIAL MACE 
The Ceremonial Mace is an orna-
mented staff of wood, carried be-
fore a high official in civic ceremo-
nies by a mace-bearer, intended to 
represent the official’s authority. 
The mace as used in our time de-
rives from the original mace used 
as a weapon to defend a sovereign 
during public appearances. Today 
the mace is used in processions, as 
on parliamentary or formal aca-
demic occasions.
This University of Dayton Mace 
was designed to replace an earlier 
version that needed repair and was 
retired from use after the 2008 
December graduation ceremony.  
The new Mace was designed by 
Charles P. Wanda, S.M. ’59 and 
executed by Mr. William Wiehe of 
Artisan Wood Ltd.. The Mace is 
made of walnut and is toped with 
the official seal of the University.  
Below the seal on the staff is a 
ring of multiple notches that rep-
resents the various components of 
the University — its colleges and 
all other organizations on campus 
that fulfill the mission to learn, 
lead and serve. Below it are two 
rings — one blue and one red — to 
represent the school colors. Near 
the bottom of the staff is a gold 
ring representing the wealth of 
knowledge and experiences passed 
on to generations of graduates. 
At the bottom of the staff is a four 
sided triangular piece with each 
side bearing the Marianist Cross, 
a symbol to represent the original 
four Marianists:  Bro. Zehler,  
Bro. Schultz, Fr. Meyer and  
Bro. Edel who founded the Uni-
versity in 1850. The entire staff 
was designed to be a symbol of the 
torch of knowledge.
  
The University Mace is only pres-
ent during official ceremonies 
when the President of the Univer-
sity is in attendance.
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BRIEF HISTORY
In the summer of 1849, Father  
Leo Meyer and Brother Charles 
Schultz, the first Marianist mis-
sionaries to America, journeyed 
from France to Cincinnati, Ohio, 
where they intended to establish a 
base for the order in this country. 
They arrived, however, during a 
cholera epidemic, so Bishop John 
Purcell of Cincinnati soon sent  
Father Meyer to Dayton to minis-
ter to the sick of Emmanuel Par-
ish. On March 19, 1850, the feast 
of St. Joseph, Father Meyer pur-
chased Dewberry Farm from John 
Stuart and renamed it Nazareth. 
Mr. Stuart accepted a medal of St. 
Joseph and a promise of $12,000 
at 6 percent interest in return for 
125 acres, including vineyards, 
orchards, a mansion and various 
farm buildings. Meanwhile, more 
Marianists arrived, and Nazareth 
became the first permanent foun-
dation of the Society of Mary in 
the Western Hemisphere.
The University of Dayton had its 
earliest beginnings on July 1, 1850, 
when St. Mary’s School for Boys, 
a frame building that not long 
before had housed farm hands, 
opened its door to 14 primary 
students from Dayton. In 1882, 
the institution was incorporated 
and empowered to confer colle-
giate degrees under the laws of 
the State of Ohio. Known at vari-
ous times as St. Mary’s School, St. 
Mary’s Institute and St. Mary’s 
College, the school assumed its 
present identity in 1920, when it 
was incorporated as the Univer-
sity of Dayton and was given the 
nickname of the Flyers. In 1922, 
the College of Law opened, also 
with evening classes. Other gradu-
ate programs followed to augment 
the professional degree programs 
which distinguished the Univer-
sity from many of Ohio’s other 
independent institutions of higher 
learning. In 1923, the first summer 
session was held, its classes, like 
those of the law college, were open 
to women as well as men. In 1937, 
the University became the first co-
educational Catholic university in 
the nation.
Enrollment passed a thousand 
when World War II broke out. 
By 1950, with the return of the 
veterans, it reached more than 
3,500. The 1960s saw significant 
increases in female and minor-
ity students. In the 1970s, there 
was a shift to a largely residential 
student body, and at the same time 
many more “nontraditional” (old-
er) students matriculated. By the 
mid-1970s, total enrollment stead-
ied at more than 10,000, with cur-
rent enrollment of approximately 
7,000 full-time undergraduates. 
A long-range environmental 
design has helped integrate new 
buildings and old, and made the 
campus more livable by increasing 
its beauty as well as its efficiency. 
As the University of Dayton en-
ters the 21st century, it is build-
ing modern student facilities.
Academically, the University has 
continued to expand and enrich 
its offerings and support services, 
especially since mid-century. 
Graduate studies, abandoned dur-
ing World War II, resumed in 1960, 
with the School of Education lead-
ing the way. In 1969, the Depart-
ment of Biology inaugurated the 
first doctoral program since 1928. 
The School of Engineering intro-
duced two doctoral programs in 
1973, and in 1992, the first doctoral 
degrees in educational leadership 
were awarded. In 1997, the Board 
of Trustees approved a doctoral 
program in theology with a focus 
on the Catholic experience in the 
United States. It was the first such 
doctoral program on a Catholic 
campus nationally. 
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The University has always main-
tained a tradition of innovation. 
In 1874, St. Mary’s Institute’s new 
Play House gymnasium was the 
only one of its kind in Ohio, and it 
is probable that the first organized 
basketball game in the state took 
place there. In 1924, the Univer-
sity was the first school to be 
granted a charter by the National 
Aeronautical Association. It was 
one of the first in the nation to of-
fer a course in biophysics (1935). 
In 1952, it invited persons over 
60 to attend its evening classes as 
guests. Its graduate program in 
laser optics was one of the earli-
est in the country. It was one of 
the first educational institutions to 
adopt electronic data-processing 
equipment and to offer degrees 
in computer science. In 1999, the 
University of Dayton was the first 
in the nation to offer an under-
graduate degree program in hu-
man rights. In 2004, the University 
of Dayton partnered with Nanjing 
University, one of the top univer-
sities in China, to establish the 
University of Dayton-Nanjing Uni-
versity Suzhou Executive Training 
Center. The University is the first 
American university in China’s 
Suzhou Industrial Park (SIP) to 
provide graduate education to em-
ployees of American corporations 
and other international companies. 
More than just a breeding ground 
for academic excellence, the Uni-
versity also responds to the needs 
of society and the region. Spon-
sored research at the University 
began in 1949 with a few faculty 
members and student assistants 
doing part-time research for in-
dustry and government agencies. 
In 1956, the University of Dayton 
Research Institute (UDRI) was 
formed to consolidate the admin-
istration of the growing research 
activities. Annual research volume 
has increased from $3,821 in 1949, 
to more than $90 million today. A 
center for discovery, development 
and technology commercialization, 
UDRI is the largest nonmedical 
research facility on a Catholic 
university campus. 
The Dayton Early College Acade-
my, a charter school that emerged 
from a partnership between the 
University of Dayton and Dayton 
Public Schools, has already at-
tracted notice from the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation as one 
of the five most innovative “small 
scale” high schools in the country. 
Students take college coursework 
while earning their high school di-
plomas. Many of the DECA gradu-
ates matriculate at the University 
of Dayton or at other regional 
higher education institutions.
The University of Dayton’s RISE 
(Redefining Investment Strategy 
Education) Forum has grown into 
the world’s largest student invest-
ment forum. Some of the most 
influential and respected financial 
leaders travel to Dayton to inter-
act with students and faculty from 
around the globe. The United Na-
tions Global Compact joined UD as 
a co-sponsor for the forum in 2007. 
Additionally, strategic partners 
include some of the most well-
respected names in international 
finance, including The New York 
Stock Exchange, NASDAQ, TIAA-
CREF, The Wall Street Journal, 
CNBC Shanghai Stock Exchange, 
Amman Stock Exchange (Jordan), 
Palestine Securities Exchange,  
Colombo Stock Exchange (Sri 
Lanka), Bovespa Stock Exchange 
(Brazil), and Deutsche Asset  
Management, to name a few. 
From its humble roots as a pri-
vate boarding school for boys, the 
University of Dayton today ranks 
among the best Catholic universi-
ties in the country. It is the largest 
independent university in Ohio 
and draws students from around 
the country and the world. 
43
THE UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON ANTHEM
On mountain high and hillside,
O’er meadow and through dell
In busy mart and hamlet,
Where hearts their story tell,
A clarion voice is ringing,
It rises, now it falls
Arouse, all ye of Dayton,
Your Alma Mater calls.
UD, we hear you calling,
Fidelity’s the test,
Your sons and daughters answer from
North, South, East and West,
With measured tread advancing,
Our emblem full in view,
We sound your praise and pledge
Our loyalty to the Red and Blue.
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Blessed William Joseph Chaminade
With the entire Marianist Family throughout the world, 
the University of Dayton is celebrating this year the 
250th anniversary of the birth of Blessed William Joseph 
Chaminade, the founder of the 
Society of Mary (Marianists). 
In 1850, four members of 
the Society of Mary founded 
a school which has become 
the University of Dayton; 
the Society continues its 
sponsorship of the University 
today. We celebrate this special 
birthday anniversary because Blessed Chaminade’s life and 
vision inspire us as a community of faith and encourage 
us to become a community of transformation — to learn, 
lead and serve. Blessed Chaminade saw that in the midst 
of social change, which can be radical and disruptive, 
institutions can remain vibrant and grow. New times he 
believed called for new methods. That philosophy guides 
us every day as we live out the Marianist mission on 
campus. As a community, we read the signs of the times 
and act boldly and imaginatively.
Chaminade and his Marianist legacy created faith 
communities and educational institutions that have made 
the Gospel come alive in every age. We honor the founder 
of the Society of Mary because Chaminade’s vision of 
faith communities inspires the University to be a living 
community, a community that today demonstrates the 
Gospel being lived out with passion and vitality, with 
creativity and a collaborative spirit, and with deep faith 










This year, as we celebrate the birth of the founder of the Society of Mary, we begin a new tradition that grounds us in our 
mission and demonstrates the University of Dayton’s commitment to act boldly and imaginatively in community. We give to 
graduates a medal bearing the image of Blessed William Joseph Chaminade on one side and the seal of the University on the 
other. It will be an enduring tradition begun this Chaminade Year. 
University seal
The University seal communicates through images and words. 
The flaming torch in the center symbolizes the light and 
guidance of faith, a commitment of our University to educate 
for formation in faith. The open book represents the arts and 
sciences and their humanizing influence on the professional 
schools of the University. The wheel/gear conveys the idea of 
engineering and technology and the other professional studies, 
avenues through which service to God and to country (Pro Deo 
et Patria) can be rendered. The letter “M” which appears over 
the flame of the torch proclaims 
Mary, the Seat of Wisdom and the 
Mother of Jesus; it represents the 
influence of the Society of Mary 
(Marianists), the religious order of 
men that founded and sponsors 
the University. The “M” likewise 
recalls the original name of the 
University, Saint Mary’s Institute. 
Pro Deo et Patria (“For God and Country”) is the motto of the 
University — a motto that expresses the twofold duty all have 
to serve both God and humanity. (Patria, translated, means 
“country” or “nativeland,” but is interpreted today as embracing 
the whole world.) The figure “1850” in the outer rim of the seal 
is the foundation date of the school. The name, UNIVERSITY 
OF DAYTON, was adopted in 1920. The idea of completeness 
of education (religious, moral, intellectual, aesthetic, social and 
physical) is revealed in the circular shape of the seal itself. 
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                                                GRADUATION MEDAL
With the entire Marianist Family throughout the world, the University of Dayton celebrated in 2011 the 250th anniver- 
sary of the birth of Blessed W lliam Joseph Chaminade, the founder of the Soci ty of Mary (Ma ia ists). That year, the 
University began a new tradition that grounds us in our ission and demo strates the University of Dayton’s commitment 
to act boldly and imaginatively in community. Honoring that tradition, we entrust to graduates a medal bearing the image 
of Blessed William Joseph Chaminade on one side and the seal of the University on the other. 
Bles ed Wil ia  seph Chaminade
In 1850, four members of the Society of Mary founde  a 
school which has become the University of Dayton; the  
Society continues its sponsorship of the University today.  
The whole campus community 
joins with the members of the  
Society of Mary in honoring 
Blessed Chaminade’s life and 
vision which inspires us as a 
community of faith and encour-
ages us to become a community 
of transformation — to learn, lead 
and serv . Blessed Chaminade 
saw that in the midst of so  
change, which can be radical and disruptive, insti utions can 
remain vibrant and grow. New times he believed called for 
new methods. That philosophy guides us every day as we live 
out the Marianist mission on campus. As a community, we 
read the signs of the times and act boldly and imaginatively.
Chaminade and his Marianist legacy created faith com-
munities and educational institutions that have made the 
Gospel come alive in every age. We honor the founder of 
the Society of Mary because Chaminade’s vision of faith 
communities inspires the University to be a living commu-
nity, a com unity that today demonstrates the Gosp l  
being live  ou with p ssion and vitality, with creativity 
and a collabor tiv  spirit, and with deep f it  and op n-
ness to go where the Spirit calls us to be. 
University seal
The University seal communicates through image  and 
words. The flaming torch in the center symbolizes the light 
and guidance of faith, a commitment of our University to 
educate for formation in faith. The open book represents 
the arts and sciences and their humanizing influence on 
the professional schools of the University. The wheel/gear 
conveys the idea of engineering and technology and the 
other professional studies, avenues through which service 
to God and to country (Pro Deo et Patria) can be rendered. 
The letter “M” which appears over the flame of the torch 
proclaims Mary, the Seat of Wisdom and the Mother of  
J sus; it represents the influ-
ence of the Society of Mary 
(Marianists), he religious order 
of men that founded and spon-
sors the University.  The “M” 
likewise recalls the original 
name of the University, Saint 
Mary’s Institute. Pro Deo et 
Patria (“For God and Country”) 
is the motto of the University—a 
motto that expresses the twofold 
duty all have to serve both God and humanity. (Patria, 
translated, means “country” or “nativeland,” but is inter-
pret d today as embracing the whole world.) T  figure 
“1850” in the outer rim of the eal is the foundation date 
of the school. The name, UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON, was 
adopted in 1920. The idea of completeness of education  
(religious, moral, intellectual, aesthetic, social and physi-
cal) is revealed in the circular shape of the seal itself. 
